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Greelings to all,

| have a great pleasure in releasing this issue. | congratulate all the
scholars and colleagues for their active intellectual pursuits and sending
research papers for publication. | am very happy to say that issue carries
good research papers for review and publication. This book is of

Immense use for leachers and researchers in Commerce and
Management faculty.

Qur editorial team will work for quality in promoting this book. We

request all the readers to contribute their original research papers in

Commerce and Management for favor of publication in our book_
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The Socio-Economic Status of Women in India - Ancien
K.Sujatha

Department of Chemistry, Government Degree College, AV
Andhra Pradesh

Abstract
There are two nuin pillars of human life-man

and woman. Bath share cqual responsibility in
the making of sociery and hence both are
supplement 1o cach other. From the very
beginning, the women in various societies of
the world are exploited in many ways excepl
ancient indian socicties. The status of women
improved a little bit dunng the Buddhist period.
During the post-vedic period, women started
losing the status i socicty. The Medieval
period also proved 1o same way that Indian
women are highlv disappointed. After the fall
of Mugal empire. the quality of life of women
same, some  substantial

more or less the
elimmnating

progress was achieved  In
inequalities between men and women. Aller
attaining independence.,  the  Goverminent of
India planned to provide women cqual status as
men by means of developmental programmes.
But. despite much ciforts Indian women are
still ill treated and occupy a low status as
compared to males. THowever, author atiempls
to analyze the changing socio-cconomic slatus
of women in India and is based on purcly
sccondary data. The analysis  shows (hat
although women in  India  have made a
considerable progress in every sphere of life,
they still have to struggle agaimnst deep-rooted
patriarchal mentality of society. The Indian
constitution grants women equal rights as that
of men but they were never been elfective 1o
bring a remarkable change in the status of

modern women.

Introduction
'here is no doubt that we are in the midst of a

grcat revolution in the history of women. The
evidence is everywhere: the voice of women is
increasingly heard in Parbament, courts and in
the streets, While women in the West had to
hght for over a century 10 get some of their
h.;u-'.lu g right 10 vole, the
Constitution ol India SV women L"i[llil] riglus

rights, lLike the

ISBN : 978-8 1-947453-1.0

{ to Modern Era

anigadda-521121, Krishna Dt.,

with men from the beginning[ 1]. Unlortunaicly.
1 this country arc mostly unaware ol

because of illiteracy and the
oppressive  tradition. Names like Kalpana
Chaw la: 1he Indian bomn, who fought her way
up mto NASA and was the first women 1
space. and Indira Gandhi: The Iron Woman ol
mdia was the Prime Minister of the Nation.
Beaun Queens hke Aishwarya Rai and Susmita
Sen. and Mother Teresa are nol representative

WO
their mights

of  the condition of Indian women.
Methodology
1. Ancient Indian Womecn

Scholars believe that in ancient India.
the women enjoved equal status with men in all
fields of life. However, some others hold
contrasting views, Works by ancient Indian
erammarians such as Patanjali and Katyayana
suggest that women were educated in the early
Vedie period Rigvedic verses suggest that the
women married at a mature age and were
probably lree to select their husband. Sceriptures
such as Rig Veda and Upanishads mention
several women sages and scers, notably Gargi

Maitreyt.
Some Kingdoms in the ancient India
had radinons such as nagarvadhu ("bride of the
ciy’). Women competed to win the coveled
ttle of the nagarvadhu. Amrapali is the most
famous example of a nagarvadhu[2]. According
o studies, women enjoyed equal status and
rights during the carly Vedic period. However.

and

later. approximately 300 B.C.. the status of

women began (o decline with the Smritis (esp

Nanusirit) and with the Islamice jovasion of
cmpire and later

Babur and  he Mughal
Clittalingiiv: sl
| sty curtailing women's treedom and
rights.,
- Although retormatory movements such
us Ji an : 0
‘ : ;llmmn allowed women (o be admitted to the
religious order : ]
Iud;.t;la order. by and large. the women in
W ced conts T~ )
itu.tl contincment and restrictions. ‘The
child marriages is believed to have
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sole propeny ol ey
rother or husbhand and she does ol

have any will o her own, 1 Ivpe of thinking,

absacrept into the minds of Indian peaple and

ey also began 1o treat their own women like
s One more  reason lor e dechne in
Waomen's status and (reedom was that onginal
hdians wanted 1o shield their women folk from
the barbarous Muslim invaders. As polveamy
was a norm for these invaders they picked up
any women they wanted and kept her in their
"harems”. In order to protect them  Indian
women started using "Purdal’. (a veil), which
covers body. Due to this reason their freedom
also became affected. They were not allowed to
mme lreely and this lead 1o the further
Jdetertoration ol their status|3]. These problems
relited  with women  resulted  in changed
mindset of people. Now they began 1o consider
4 oirl as misery and a burden, which has (o be
Juelded from the eyes of intruders and needs

enra care. Whereas a boy child will not need
«uch extri care and instead will be helpful as an
carnme hand. Thus a vicious circle started i_n
w hieh hu omen was at the receiving end. All II_HS-
Ve TISC 0 some new cvils such as L‘hllld
.;ul.m'iu;_:c. Sati. Jauhar and restriction on girl
sucanon.
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The sl or ahe "Purdal’ system was
widely prevalent in medieval Indian society It
was used to protect the women lolk from the
cyes ol foreign rulers who mvaded India in
medieval period. But this system curtailed the

freedom ol W OMeT.

The girls of medieval India  and
especially Hindu society were not given formal
education. They were given education related
to houschold chores. But a famous Indian
philosopher "Vatsyavana' wrole thal women
were supposcd o be perfect in sixty four ants
which included cooking, spinning. wmnding.
knowledge of medicine, recitation and many
Imaore.

Though these cvils were present in
medieval Indian society but they were mainly
confined 10 Hindu socicty. As compared 1o
Ihndu socicly other socicties  such  as
Buddhism. Jainisin and Chnstians were a bt
lenient. Women in those societies enjoyed tar
more freedom. They had easy access 1o
education and were more liberal their
approach. According 1o these n:'lig_mns cender
was nol the issue in ataining salvation.

The status ol women Southem India was
better than the North India. Winle in Northem
India  there were  not many wonen
qdministrators, in Southem India we can find

some names that made women ol that ume
proud. There was one mau cvil present
South India of medieyal time [twas the -:11:;11.1}11
Deyadasis,
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3. Women 's
Relorms

Struggle  anq
Thougp ,
::uunlit::]p::m;ln D“r;':]dl‘ﬂ are not an par with h:‘:r
ﬂlmggling baid Mem o worldd hull she s
world. We can O make hv.r mark in men's
British India WEDUHT on certam names from the
: cre women put the example of
=Xtraordinary bravery which even men might
ot hf able 10 show, Rani [ akshmi Bai of
Jhansi was the one such woman|3). There are

c 1 Ll & a
tnamn men who took the cause ol women in

ITld.lii. There have been social reformers like
Rj’.lﬂ Ram Mohan Roy. Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar, Swami Vinekanand.  Swami
Davananda Saraswati who has helped women
gain  their previous stas  in society.
4.Independent India

Women in India now participate in all activities
such as education, politics. media, an and
culture, service sectors. scicnee and Iechnology,
clc.

The Constitution of India guarantees to all
Indian women equality (Article 14). no
discrimination by the State (Anrticle 15(1)),
cquality of opportunity (Article 16). cqual pay
for equal work (Article 39(d)). In addition. it
allows special provisions to be made by the
State in favour of women and children (Article
15(3)). renounces practices derogatory to the
dignity of women (Anrticle 31(A) (e)), and also
allows for provisions to be made by the State
for secunng just and humane conditions of
work and for matemnity relief. (Article 42).

The Constitution of India guaranices
cquality of sexes and in lact grants special
favours 10 women. These can be found in three
articles of the Constitution. Article 14 savs that
the govermment shall not deny 1o any person
cquality before law or the cqual protection of
the laws. Anicle 15 declares thal governmeny
shall not discnminate against any citizen on the
eround of sex. Article 15 (3) makes a specral
provision  enabling  the  Stie 10 make
alfimmative  discriminations  in of
women, Morcover, the

fay our

ISBN : 978-81.94245,,,_,

special laws in Imluur ol wemen. Article I
guarantees that no citizen shall He discrimingpe
against in matters of public cimplovinen o
grounds of sex[6]. Article 42 lireers (he State
to make provision for ensuning ust and huingpe
conditions of work and matenniy relief, Aboye
all, the Constitution imposes o lundamenia
duty on every citizen through \incles 15 (A)

(e) to renounce the practices derogatory 1o the
of women,

the

dignity

All  these are fundamental  rights.

Therefore, a woman can o to the court if one
is subjected to any discrimmation. When we
talk about constitutional rizhis ol women n
India, we mainly pertain o those areas where
discrimination is done women and
special laws fonnulated 10 light those higotres.
In 1990s, grants from loreign donor agencies
enabled the formation ol new women-oriented
NGOs. Self-help groups and N€i0)s such as Sell
Employed Women's Association (SEWA) have
played a major role in women's rights in India.
Many women have emerged as leaders of local
movements. For example. Mcedha Patkar of the
Narmada Bachao Andolan.lhe Govenunent of
India declared 2001 as the Ycear ol Women's

TRATIIN

Empowerment (Swashakti). The National
Policy for the empowerment of women came
was passed mn 2001.
Conclusion

Thus, a number of efforts have been made for
women's social, economic and political
benefits, yet they were never been effective, 10
bring a remarkable change in the situation. Yel
one can't deny that the situation has improved
since the earlier times. As compared with past.
women in modern times have become powerful
In various fields and have achieved a lot but in
reality they have to stjl] travel a long way.
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